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ABSTRACT

A systematic study of Recent benthic Ostracoda of southwest coast of India was made, based on 28 beach samples and 48 grab samples collected
from the inner-shelf off the Malabar coast, Kerala. Samples were collected from Kumbla in the north and Mahe in the south of the coast and these
were subjected to standard micropalcontological techniques. A total of 6] species belonging to 48 genera, 20 families, 3 superfamilics and 2 suborders
of the order Podocopida were wdemtified and reporied with SEM photomicrography. Among these, Cyvtherella semitalis, Cytherelloidea lerovi and
Keijcyoidea praecipua belong to Platycopa and remaining species belong to Podocopa. Leprocvihere pulchra is recorded for the first time from the
Indian waters. Hemitrachvieberis siddiguii and Neocytheromorpha reticulata are recorded for the first time from the west coast of India. The
estracod fauna of the study arca shows close similarity with the ostracod asscmblage of the Indo-Pacific region. A relatively slow rate of
sedimentation is obscrved in the inner shelf, based on the carapace-valve ratio.
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